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4.79 OFFICIAL REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 

BATTLE OF FITZHUGH’S WOODS, NEAR AUGUSTA, ARK-April 1, 1864. 

1:cpo i~ fyf (711. C/ri is(ophcr (! ~ f i i d i ~ w s ,  Jr;l~,tc.~ot(~Y ’ k ( i ~ 1  f i ! f f o l f r , i / ,  ( i ) t i t ) / / ~ / i i ( 7 / 1 / , ~  

J? ryctl it io 1 1 .  

HEADQUARTERSPOSTOF LITTLEI:ocs. 
SATURDAYE’:T’F,XISC~,alp^;/ ?, 181, $. 

GENERAT,:In compliance with General Orderd, Fo. 1R), \l-:~r nep:irtnient, 
Oct. 27, ME, I have tlie hotlor to report the result of an enpigenielit a t  Fitz­
hngli’s woocls, six Iiiilcs abore Ang:nst:i, on White river, v i th  the forces nniler 
Crigaclier General NcEae. On TV~clne\cl:iy:tfternoon I ; r ~ t ,  31:irch XOtll, a t  4 : : ~  
p. M., I received orders from 13rig:tdiei-Gcnerd IGniball to proceed on :in expecli­
tioii 111)White river. A t  7 o’clocli tliat enwing I lert T,ittlc Iioc.li n ltli :t detach­
ment of the Tliirtt Ilegtiiient 3Iinncsot:i T‘olnuteer Infantry (vetcr:tns), 3ki.j. E. 
IT.Foster conini:tniling, consisting of (’onipanics C, C, 14C, 0, H, and I, iiii1111)~r­

ing 1x6, and procecdrti to 1)er:xll’s Cliiff by rxilroad. llTerexhccl t11e1.e:r t  4 :20 
the next iiiorning, : t i i d  foiintl tlic stc:tiiier Dore, Captain lhw-in, in r~;xclincssto 
move. A cletnchment from tlie Eighth JIissonri Civa!ry at t l ~ tpost. i i i i i i i l~~iii ig 
forty-five men, nnclcr coininand of V<rpt.L.1. X:tttllew-s, reported to ine 011 tlie 
bo:it at G:30, :~ud11c iiuniediately put off 111) tlie river. The gnn1)o:tt C‘oviiigtuii 
proceetled with us, by the n i n t i d  wish of the cxptniii of the tr:rnspoi*t atitl of‘ 
Lient. (2. 1’. Lord, coml~~mdii igthe gnnbont. ,lftcr getting some distance np 
the liver -re took the precaixtioii to bring on Ijoai.tl and detain any persons Iiirk­
ing :xhoiit the ,shore wlioiii we snspectctl would c ;my intelligence into the conntry 
of oiir :rppro:icli; :tiid i n  this ~v:tyT g:iincd inore or less valuable information, :tud 
also the services of :L good guide. 

We arrived :it Gregory’s Imding ,  Jackson county, at diisk, and liaring 
learnetl that one of the c:riiips of McRne‘s men n-as foonr miles back of that land­
ing, on Straight lake, I 1-entnrrd to iiiove out there to surprise it. Tlie evening 
was rainy and cutreiiiely d;irk, hut iiiy guides kiicw the road perfectly, and niy 
patrols riioreci forward so cnrefiilly t1iei.e conld be no possibility of an ambnsli. 
Three miles from the river was a b:~yon(Caclie), difficult even for car:ilry to ford, 
bnt the detachment of c:tv:tlry crossed it without accident, and snddenly stir-
rounded the farin-house near hy aiid as qiiickly threw ont pickets. Tlie informa­
tion received. however, TI-:IS 11i:tt the carnp Iiad heen al):indoned early th:xt iiiorn­
ing. The cavalry then recrossed tlie b:ryoix, and we retnrned to tlie tiwsport, 
arriviiig on board at 10 o’clock. I gave orders for 1112- coniniand to hnm break-
fast 1))- 3 o’clncli liest nioriiing, and the transport iiiovccl on u p  to  hngiistn.  At 
5 o’clock, therefore, yesterday iiiorning (April l), -ire lniided at Aiipst:t, a small 
but plcwsantly sitimtcd village, m(1iiiiiiicc1i:ttcly 11ncl i t  surrounded by pickets? 
mil hrtd citizens and colored men broiight oil ho:ircl thatj I might ascertain the 
number :rnd whereabouts of Mclk~c’sforces. I learned that for :t fen- d:q-s past 
liis forces had been concentrating, that two  or three days previonslg they had 
:~iovedtoward Jacksonport, tliat tlirg hnd returned, aiid that tlie priiicipal (xnip 
n-:ts at Aiitony’s, said to be seven iiiiles distant on tlie J:~cltsonportroad. I then 
ordered 1113’ siu:tll coinm:md to land, leaving :t gixtrcl on board the trausport, and 
proceeded lip the Jacksonport ro;xcl. It mis :tl)ont 6 o’c.!ock w h i i  11 e niored 
from Augusta. We had scarcely got a mile nucl a half out of town ~vheuour ad-

F 

c ,
- ..B .. 
I .  

c 



BATTLE OF FITZHUGH’S WOODS. 433 

vance giiarcl encoiinterecl a wiiall party of thc cncmy, and pursueti and chargecl 
them two miles, :~i i t lcaptiired two prisoners. Conling tlicn to the forlcs of t T T - 0  

ro:icls tlie c:iv:tlry waited for the illbintry to coiiic up. T t  IT :IS:it tliis point thiit 
ne iiiet Riitlici*ford7scoIn1xiiiy7and drove it into the wootls on a ro:ld 1c:~clingto 
the riglit. TT’e theti continncd the ni:trch on the Jucksonport road, keeping out 
for soiiie distance flnnkers :nid p:atrols. 

A t  tlie hij 011, sotile six iiiiles froin Rngiista, oiir aclvnnccd gli:ird came upon 
n sin:ill party of niouiitetl 111e11,who, after one sliot being fired a t  them, tilrlletl 
:and Iletl. At  the next farm-honse we reaclietl, we leal*licd t h t  C:ener:~l 3IcR:ie 
was oiic of the pirty. This fact I discovered very soo11, alrcl i111111edi:itelyor­
ckretl the e:tralry iict:iehniclit to piirsiie :it their utmost s1)cccl, ~ l i i c hW R S  done. 
It appe:ircil that lie tnriietl off the J:icksonport I ’O:L~  toward ;\IcCoy7s,one of liis 
pkices of resort, to  which place Captain Matthews pursixcd hiln. IIe, 1io\TcITer, 
escnprd. 

Eeyoti(1Pitzhiigli’s we came iipoii one of their caiiips, rrliicli appeat~etltollnre 
I m t i  sndtlcnly :ihndonccl, ant1 M liere, also, we foulit1 ard :tppropri;ltetl, as fiir as 
v e  ~ice(I~cl,a wagon 1o:icl of Iin~ns. W e  also g:tiiietl Some infot*n~:rtion:It :tlmost 
crcry fiirti1-Iionse concerning the movement^ a i d  locality of 3IcrLae’s forces. 
had lieard liis forces estiiii:ited varioiisly at from 500 to 1,500, liianyof thenl, Iion7-
cver, being poorly nrlued; :ind 1h:tcl 1c;Lrned at Angiist:t that he 11:itl fro111 LOO to 
600 inen i?e:ir hitony’s. The farther, however, I aclv-:mced,the more his force in 
;l.ny oiie botly appcnred to diminish, :tiid tlie less a1)pe:ired to be the ellance for a 
Liir fight with them. After, tlierefore, reaching :L point twelve iiiiles above An­
gnsta, :ind iiiccting 110 force, I cletermined to  return to the transport. 

After a rest, i t  being E : 3 0  o’calock,we started back. A t  1 3 0  o’clocli, as n-e 
passed tlie road leading to McCoy7s,a party of iiien shov\ed theinselves in the 
io:tcl, and being, :is I h ~ lre:ison to believe, a decoy to draw us iiito an ainbns­
cacle, I ordered that they should not be pnrsiied. We arrired at Fitzhugli’s, less 
than :a mile from that road, niicl were resting when tlie eiieiiiy made his appe:tr­
aiice from the direction of NcCoy’s, advancing in line in a field on our left, and 
co~~~riieiicedcliurging on 11s. I Iiad :t part of our infantry quickly nloved :ig;iinst 
them, which clieclced tlierii, arid by a volley fire killed aiitl clisnionnteci :t number 
of tlieiii. Tho smile infantry force then charged on them, and, aiiiid tlie loud 
shouts and clieers of our nien, drove them back into the n-oocls oi i t  of sight. 
then increased our reargnard, resumed the rnareli, a i d  proceeded aboiit two 
iniles, 11 heti tlie eiieiiiy c:tiiie i i p n  iis in iiiixch Inrger i’oi~e,oiir first iiotiee I,ciiig 
his att:tclt on our rc:ugiiard. The place c:m perhaps be best design:~teclas Fitz­
hngh’s nwocls, :xiid was almost 500 yards north of :L well-kiiown l)ayou or SW:\IIIP. 

o n  the east side of the road was :I field of cu1tir:ttecl Iniid, on which the~*cW:IS a 
thin body of dead tiinber. West of the road was heavy timber with iiiorc or less 
cle:ul logs l j  iiig abont, biit iiot much iinderbriish. 

It was iiiimedintely app‘nreiit tliat the enemy liacl collected all his forces ancl 
lueditnteil oiir destructioii. IIis lilies having preriously been deployctl, iiiol-ed 
np :iroiiiitl u s  in gootl order, biit dioiiting loudly, and s e c l w d  almost to eucircle 
11s. T 1)l;iinly saw, :tiid everyone in my coniniand could see, that ive were greatly 
o~~tuwnbcretl,h i t  I had the most itnfXtering confidence in the iiiiflinchiiig ixlor 
:~ndsnperior solcliership or erery officer a n d  i i i a i i  of m y  stii;ill party, :ind I be­
lieved from tlie start we ~voi i ldcollie out victorious. Oiir line was iiumediately 
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deployed :i3 skirmislicrs, the men c:intioned to take adrantage of every shelter 
xiid :t si m i g  c~)iiipaiiyn :t? held in rewrve. The cma!ry formed on the left and 
foiight, disiiionntecl. Tlir  figliting coiiiii~eiicedsli:ti.plj-,tlie eiieiiiy being within 

of iis, : t i d  the iiicii 011 both sides tittering definllt sliouts. Above all 
we conld hear tlia lontl e~1iort:ttioiirof their chiefs 111.ging oii their 

iiieii t o  :t c.1i:ii.g~. They niatle :in :ittempt, but v we repulsed and cll:u.getlon by 
11s. Tile firing was tlie s h a q m t  tluiiiig tlic first half hour, and during this time 
ni;v Iiorhe I\:is sliot nndrr 1 1 ~ .  We c~onldbee, however, that evcry ninrenicnt of 
tlio ewiiiy was t1iw:irlwl 1 ) ~tlic unerriiig f i i ~of oiir shqjshooteis. Still, 15 c 
m ere :ti\ :m that n-e T, V I Y ~figl:ti iig c\rl)erieiicwl ant1 (laring men, Rntheifo1d’s men 
especi:tlly being M ell 1;iiowii as cool iig.1ltei.s :iutl good niarksueu. The%fougllt 
clisiiionutc~ l .  

Tlis fight hati lastccl :UI I i o n i  T\ l im it R - : I ~ciiqcort’re(1 t h t  :L part o f  the er ie~i i~’s  
forces \\ ci iiioviug : t m i i i i t l  to riglit at difficult range for iis, with the erident 
pmyose of iiitercq,tiiig our 1) ige across the bayou. 111oider to defeat that 
pniyose :inti t o  get a sonic>\\h;itbetter positioii, :ind also to h a r e  the beueGt of a 
well oi’ J\ :itei*, liicli n o  I\ere begin!iing to  iiccd, I dctermiiieil to 11 ithdrxw our 
line :ibont lt?op:lces, v-hel’c11 (? could hold the bayoil :tiid also Iiare the protection 
of;&cl~istcrof log bnildiiys a i i t l  soiiie fences. Tlic greater part of my force hat1 
wit1i~li~;tv11t o  tliis w w  1)ositioii iuiperceired by the eumiy. When he discorereti 
that we 1i ; id  n1):iudoiied oiir first line, which we Iiad stnbhoruly lielcl during tl1c 
hardest o f  the coiltest, l i e  coujectnrcd 11 a were I-etrentiiig,: i d  rose up  and came 
on with the iitnio\t hlionting mid ckinior. But 0111- nieii, wlio v c i ~alrendy in 
position cdmly u aiti iig their appro:tch, 1)otiretl forth a fire more clainnging aud 
ilcnclly tliaii they 1 i : d  5-m snffered. Froui this luoiiieiit they seeiiietl to  give u p  
tlie figlit. Yet lentlers ad~:iiieed,;ml, with 1:tugii:ige plaiuly 1ic:iril by its, vainly 
ende:t\-oi*edto htiiiiu1:nte their iiieii to :I desperate attack. T \ \o  or three of‘ their 
lcaclel-s~v-ei.epicked off by  our iiicii 11-liile niakiug siicli lira\ c endc;tvoi*s. We 
held that posit ioii a11Iionr and :t half, during wliicli time 0111’ men maintained ,z 

cool :tucl clfc.cti\-c s1,iimisli fire. 
Tlie coinbat l i : d  now lasted two lioiirs : t i i d  :t half, ant1 tlie eiiciny was lmtten. 

To gii:trd, however, ngniust any siiiyrise a t  the h y o q  tlie crossiug 1)eingdifficult 
and it appeariug also that it 1i:tcl been the purpose of the eiieniy to do 11san in­
jnry there, I c:Lizsed a line of sharpshooters to be deployed, concealed ou both 
flnnks of tlie crossing of the bayaii in tlic ~~-oo(ls,to protect our crossing wlien­
ever we might  choose to move. This TVRS promptly attended to by Major Foster. 
Rlthongli the fort1 of tlie buj-on is ahout 12.7 J :mls wide, :tud extremely difficult 
to erobs iii tlie vicinity of :iu eneiiiy, we mule the pnss:ige without any iuterference 
or ol,st:wle. 

TVe tlieii moved on ii1 onr iiinrcli to the tr:tiisport. :t clistniice of six iiiilcs, tlie 
r o x l  1):isGiigthrongli \\ oo(ls, by c*ross-ro:iels:uid ol)m Gclcls, 11liere, if tlic enemy 
hncl chretl, lie iiiiglit have cliosen his position, Iiiion iug, :IS lie well did, tlie country. 
Bit he did aiot rentnre iiew 11sagain; and we pi*ocecdedinto hiignst:t i i i  perfect 
order, onr colors fljing, and tlie iiieu singing, ‘(Don11 with the Tr,iitor;” and 
arriving i i i  froiit of tlie tou n n-e lialted aiid g:tr-e three clieeix for thc stars and 
stripes. W e  theii niorccl abo:ircl tlie tfiiusiwrt a n d  htnrtecl oii our retiwn, our 
object hnviiig in  the iiiain bcicii ::ccoml)lishetl. M y  loss MXS, iii the illfantry, 8 
killed, I!) \\ ouuded (1Il;ortdly); iu tlie CLLV~L’J- ,1killed :tud 1 (a receut recruit) 
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List qf thr KiIIccZ niitl Tli)iii,it7ctl i r ~tlic ~ r l ~ r c h i i , ~ ~ i , i fqf 160 Qfficcr.~c o i d  J?i,ilislctl ,Men 
t!f the Thiid X i , i i i c s o f c c  A-! (2 / i ! i r l l yJhy(ryct1 i i i  flre ficilfle of Fitshir~li’s llTootls, 
Ire(/)’illcylt<sftr,drx..,  ill”‘i7 1, 1SG.J: 

F1~r.nA N D  fhAF13’- Ti’owzded: Quartermaster Sergt. 1%.D. Pettibone. 
COl fPAh-Y 13- V-ill td: Privates Ole IInnson and William Shearier. 
I l ’uuiitlcd: First Sergt. Henry W. Durmid, Sergt. Albert G. Hunt, Corp. Edward Freygang; 

Priv:ites William F. Iiigham and George Breuer. 
COJII~.INYC -lii/lctZ : Private llenry W. Farnswortli. 
If’omttletl: Corp. Lewis Kiruball; Privates Orrin Case, James P. Chapin and Henry H. Wallace. 

CONP.\XY E- IiilZd: First Sergt. Corydon D. Bevans (who had been appointed second lieu­
teixmt) and Private Clark D. Harding. 

Tliruittletl: Corp. Isanc Lauver and Private Albert G. Leach. 
Coarpasv G- Wozcnrlcd; Private Albert R. Pierce. 
dk)rtnl/y Il’ouitrlctl; Audrew Bigliam. 

H -ATiillctE; Corp. George H. Peasley.C ~ J I P A N Y  
T+‘outttled: Privates Rolliu 0. Crnmford and John Eaton. 
COJIPANYI -Iii!Ze(Z; Private Washingtou I. Smith. 
W,ru)z&d; Privates Frank J. RIarkliiig, Andrev J. Clark and John Pope. 
I<i11ed .................................................. ....................................... 7 
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IIEADQUARTEES TrrrBD JIINKEHOTh lTOLUSTEER IXFAWFRY, 

A l ~ ~ ~ ~ .Imwx I ~ K ,  , A l ~ i z3, 1864. 

CAPT.US: I li:t\ e the liouor to re2oi-t tlie part wliicli the detachille~ltof the 
Third Xiiiiiesota \‘olniiteers, iiiider iiiy c o ~ ~ i i i i ~ i i d ,took in tlie recent cspeditiolr 
aud  actiou up tlic White nwr, niider coiuiu:iii(l of Col. C. C. L\~ldre~~s7Thirti 
3Iiiiiiesot;t \Toliinteers. I receiiwl ortlers from Colonel Lhdrews at 4::~P. x., 
JLtrcli 30, to be in  rc;tdiuess to ni:irch with four d;tys7rations :It G o’c1oc.k th::t 
ereuiiig, :tiid at 7 o’(’1ocli I iiiarclicd nij- coiiiiiiaiid, six coiiip:tiiies, Co~llpaiiyE, 
coiuiii:tudcd by Licnteu:tut Pierce; ( ” o ~ i i p ~ i i ~C, by 1,ienten:ant ( : ~ U I I H I I O U S ;  COIII-
p;my 13, by Lit.utcn:tut l\riiigI~t;(’oiti1):ttiy( i ,  19- C;ipt;liii llcvereus; C‘oi1il)anyH, 
Zieuteii:tiit AIiscuer; C’oiup;iuy I, Captain S~mii,IS(; stroug, to the ferry : I I l d  

immediately proceetletl to railroad depot, where, by direcat ion of tlle cwlonel, 1j-e 

elubniLed 011 cais, :uid at !I P. 171. left for I~e~-:ill’s1;liiff. Tire resehed the hlnff :it 
i o’clock liest morning, niid forthiritli eiiibarketl 011 stenincr Dorc, nncl :it 7 
o’cIocl;, together with n sni:tll force of the IGglitli Missouri Car:tlry, proceedecl 
up  White river, reaching C: rego Ltiidiiig (wliich is ten niiles abooe Little I{ecl 
aucl 100 :tbove Derall’s I:lnff) :tboiit S P. M., \\-lien we diseuibar1;ed :~11(1inarchetl 
t o  llie siipport of the ciLv.alry toward Cache river, crossing where it was siipposetl 
Mc1i:te i w s  c;tuipctl. After iilarcliiiig three iiiilcs i n  the d:trliness and rain it n-;is 
ascert:iined thzit MeRae l d  left that roiuitry a u d  gone toward J;tcIisouport. 
Upon gett iug this inforniatiou we iinnm1i:itely rctnrued to tlie boat and proceeded 
up the river to ~\ilgnstn,where n-e arrived at 5::;C) A. x.,LypriI I, discnib:trked, 
and pushed withwit delay 75 ith 160 iuen all told into the countiy on  the Jacksou­
port road, the c;tvalry i I I  admure. X y  orders were to keep within supportiug 
distauce, n-hich I ditl. Ilt the crossiug of the C:xlie river road, foour miles froill 
hngnst:t, I e:me up with the cardry ,  which had been sliiriiiishi~igwith the 
eneiiiy for the last two miles, aud liere fonud them in  force. The colouel ordered 
rue to  take three eompauies into the woods aiid eugage them. I took Conip:Luie!: 
E, 11, aiid I, niid drove them before iiie about oue mile aiid across R large cypress 
sn-aiiip. I afterward leni~iictlf i m i  a prisouer tli:tt the force I drove \\as the 
notorious Eutlicrford n-ith about  150 iueu. a t  this time we ,joined the rest of 
the Soorce, wliic~li c w i e  auotlier roiite. The c a ~ a l r yadvanced and 1 follo~yetl, 
crossiug the swniup aud proceediiig toward Jaclisonport, the cavalry cloing the 
skiriuishiiig. We 1ii:trclietl 011 to tlie Xethotlist chiircli near Dr. Westniorel~~nd‘s 
house, tweli-e Iiiiles froiii Aiigust:t, where, by tlie colonel’s orders, I lialtctl illy 

coiiiill~iidn-liile the cavalry scouted in :tdr:Luce. Fiiidiiig no force of tlic cueluy, 
they returned, and after a short rest st:trted back to tlie boat. We had niorcd 
back about  two mid a half miles a11d halted to rest at Fitzhagh’s f:trm-lionse, 
when we discovered ;t 1;trge force of ~uoui i tedmeu cll:ngiug do\m iil)oii i i s  ou our  
riglit,and rear. I iiuniediately formed, and by Coloiicl Rndrem’ orders sent two 
comptuies to  eiigige the eueiny- Captain Srrau, Coliilmiy I, those in tlic road, 
and Lieiiteiiaut slIiseuer, Conipany H, those ou the right. They charged down 
through tlie opeu field with loiid yells. I let; theiii approach within 150 yards, 
then sent a volley of niiuie-balls into them, which c:tnsecl them to cease their 
gelling and bre:ik to the reur for the woods with headloug speed. I followed a 
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short distance and discovered we had inflicted n severe loss on them, and returned. 
Onr c:iv:~lrylinring piislied on iii advance, we did not follow up. Finding the 
eiieiiiy not dis1)osed to come out of tlie woods, we marclied on about two and a 
half rides to  Fitdingh’s ~~-oods ,when the erieiiiy n-as again heard shooting and 
~c l l i i ig: l i d  seen coining down through ail old cornfield ori the same flunk as 
before. I iiiiiiicdintely fixed bayonets aiid charged on at double-quick to iiieet 
biiii, coming 111)in line at nboiit 200 yards froiii his force, which w:ls, I should 
judge, :it 1c:ist 300 struiig, ant1 g:ive I i i i i i  :t rolley before he opened. He imniedi­
tttely broke to the rc;tr for tlie thick tinihrr. At this instant, when we gal-e 3 

slioiit to see the eiieiiij- broken, we were :ittacked by :inother and still larger force 
froin the road v-e l ixl  just come up. The troops were iiumeciiately faced about 
aiid cli‘irged down into the woods i n  the face of n cleadlg fire froiu tlie cncruy. 
Wliile leatliiig this charge the colonel’s horse was killed under him. After gain­
iiig tlie I1c:tr y tiiiilwr. \\ e eiig:qd tlie enemy as s1;iriuisliers i i i  a combat which 
1;isted t u o  and a half hoiirs, \\lien I discoreiwl that n-e were getting short of 
aiiiiiiiiiiitioii. I reported the fact t o  Colonel R~i~lre\vs,\\ 110 ordered me to with­
dr:t\r gr:ttlii:tlly from the ti itiber aiid o c c i ~ p ~ ~soiiie f i i i * i i i  bnildiiigs up  the 1.oad to­
n-:~rd,\iigiista mid protect the crossing of the e~press, about two aiicl :% half miles 
faither on, I\hich was snccessfiilly arcoinplished. The ca.r:tlry passed through 
the s\wiiip, tlie infairtry following. TVe tlirii formed on the opposite side and 
ni:ti~hcdto Aiigiista, siy iiiilw, without further anrioymce, bringing some thirty 
1)risoners a i d  :t 1:trge niiiiiber of contrahinds which had been picked up during 
the (1:iy. 

Tlic followiiig eiiibrwcs a full list of casualties iii the regiment :it the combat 
of Fit/,lingli’sWoods: Tlie loss of the enciuy, as i i c : ~as eonlcl be ascertained, was 

upward  of 100, fonr tiiiics oiir own. Of these, several were knomi to be officers. 


I a111 w r y  proiitl i o  sny that every man was perfectly cool during the entire 

eiigageiiieiit, a i d  iuaiiy iiistaiices of great dariiig aiid bravery occurred ~ l~hic l iare 
xvortliy of bciiig pnrticiilarly iiientioiiccl. K;irdly a iiiau escapcd withont some 
bnllet in:irk throiigli liis clothing. I :till especinlly obliged to  Lienteiiaut Chain­
pliii, acting :~(l~jiit:int,a i i d  Serge:mt Major Ackers, Qnartermnster Sergt. H. D. 
Pettiboiic, :ind First Sergt. C. I). 1:er;tiis (n110, I laiiieiit to say, was killed); also, 
Firtit Sergt. Jnnies &I.Nor:m, Coiupaiiy �I, and,  in short, to  all tlie officers and 
men of the regiiueut, for their proniptitade in ohcj-iug orders. 

Very respectfully, your obedient, 
E. W.FOSTER, 

J(C!jO,., CO?,llMll(Zil1g Thi l d  X i / /rlcsotn CTozll)lteers. 
Capt. Jonr; PE:I:T%, 

Lietijig A.ssi.stn,if tdj i( t(oit  G r ~ o ~ t 7 ,LittTp Rock. 
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TVhite, Jaclison, IVoodruff a i i d  Independence, through and along the borclers 
of which counties rims the 7Vliitc~Rircr. T V l i i l c ~ill TVootli tiff Cou:lty, a t  and 
near bngust:r, tlir county seat, I visittvl the scene of the bnttlc of li’itzliugh’s 
JTioods, an action foiiglit Apiil lst,  1SFI, between detachments of six conipaiiies 
of the Third 3Iinnesot:t In fmi t iy  Volunteers ant1 :L co~iilxtiiyof the E i g h t h  3Iis-
soiiri Cavalry, the wliolc iiittlcr tlie commaiid of Colonel C. C .  Andren-s, of the 
Third ?tIinncsota, :xiid :L sniwrior force of Confederr,tes, corniiiandetl 1)y 13ijga-
dier-Genernl Dandriclgr X C ~ ~ ~ ~ C . .  

While some of tlie iiinin facts of this engagement a 1  e of record and generally 
known, it is perhaps prol)cr t o  stute that t h e  Con i id r ix t e  vei sion is not well 
known. KOConfederate report of the :iffLiirs ~ a qw e r  mxle,  and therefore xione 
has been publishccl. Froiii written aiid Tcrbal statements made t o  me by Gen­
eral McRae and otliri-s, I lia17e leariied that  the force of Confederates prrielit and 
participating in the action at Fitzliixgh’s TT’oocls coiiristed of nt least six bun­
dred mounted ~iicii,the greater part well armed with Enfield rifles, carl)iiies, 
shotguns and dragoon pi9tols. At l e ~ s tthree fourths of tlie men were veterans 
in  the service and the coinniauder was Rn experienccd : ~ n dskillful officer. TKO 
distinct and protracted assanlts xere I i i de  upon the Federal command, and riiet 
and resisted SO gallantly and stubhr1ily as not only to repel them completely 
and finally, hit to win the fiilicst recognition and admiration of the Confeder­
ates. 

The principal object of the attack was to compel the surrender of the Federal 
coininand, but the effort, though persistently mid bi,arely iuade, ~ ~ I i o l l yfailed. 
The records show that on inmy anofher occasion similar attacks upon isolated 
detachments of our troops were successful in  effecting their captiire, aiid no 
more signal instance of what may be acconiplislicd by intelligent management 
and  heroic conduct cnn be shown than the instance of the conduct of our troops 
in the action of Fitzhngli’s TT’oods. 

From the statements of Gciieixl NcIhe ,  Xajoor George IT. Rutherford, Cap­
taiii s. J. McGaf?in, Orderly Sergeant Theodore lK:tsfield. Pr i rute  Thomas 
Williams and Private James Perrin, formerly of the Confcderate service, each 
of whom participatedin the action, and from R. li. Fitzhugh, Ed. RaddF, Chas. 
Strother, Mr. Fergiison, Xrs. Mary Rainsaur and others, citizens of TS’oodruff 
Connty, residiiig near the site of tlic battle ground, all speaking from personal 
linowlcdge and well grouiidecl belief, I conclude that the loss of the Confederates 
in the action referred to was froni tn-enty t o  twentj five Id led  and mortally 
wounded and from sixty to seventy-fiveseverely Founded; also, about twenty 
I i o i v s  were killed. 

Najor Rutherford’s battalion was coinposed of Rutherford’s company, under 
Lieutenant h v i d  Morgan. Csiptain J o h n  P.1 tncl‘s company, Captain R tninel J. 

I 
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iNcGuffin’s coinpany, and -- Reynolds’ company, all veteran troops except 
Captain JIcGaffiii’s cornpmy, which was p r t l y  boys. One of the field oEcers 
of Colonel Freeman’s regiment was XFjor T a n  Sharer. Tvo companies of the 
regiiiient mere commanded by men named Cook. The company of Cnptain 
Ben. Tracy (a Missourian) was agood one and took a proniineiit part in  the -
action. It n-as Freernaii’s battalion that made the charge through tlie cornfield. 

The Confederate wounded mere carried R considerable distaiice to  Crowley’s 
Ridge, to be in n safe place, aiicl aniong them Colonel Freeman, Xajor T:tn Shaver, 
Captain S:mi 3. McGiifin, Lieutenant Sininions and Lieutenant Garner. Arc 
Gnffin states that w h e r e  he TKW there mere a large cotton gin and barn occupied 
as hospitals. and accornmodating abont thirty, and that there were other 
wounded in the action at  other ~ ~ : I C P Sin the vicinity. I Ie  was taken from the 
battlefield to the liospital in the same wagoii with Colonel Freeman. Orderly 
Sergeant X\r:tsfield(of Entlierford’s company) states that his company was four-
teen less after the fight than before. 

Nine of Colonel Freeman’s men n-ere buried in the 12oddy cemetery (on the 
Roddy farm), abont two miles from the battlefield, taken from Fitzhugh’s house 
by Charley Strother, colored, and Tom Easton, colored. These men were clear 
in their recollection, and are vouched for in their community for veracity. 
There were three supposed to be of Freeman’s command buried near White 
Church, and afterward removed by friends to Missouri. Several more Confed­
erates were buried i n  the viciiiity of TVhite Church by Confederate soldiers the 
night of tlie fight. Captain ?TohnBland and two other Confederates were buried 
in the Augusta cemetery. 

Further particulars of the actioii a t  Fitzhugh’s Woods may be found in the 
proper place in Volumes 1and 2 of “;1Iinnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars.” 

With the thonglit that this statement may be worthy a place among the files 
of your office for future reference, the same is respectfully subniitted. 

Very respectfully, &c., R. I. HOLCOMBE. 
ST. PAUL, an. W ,  ism. 
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CO2VFEDBA’A1%BEPORT. 

Statement of Brigadier-General Daiid,*itlge X c X a e ,  1 Confederate Coiwnamler of 
L\Tortheasfem Arkamas. 

SEARCEY, ARK., %ov. 12, 1895. 

When the Federal General Steele advanced upon Little Rock in September, 
1863, T mas in  command of an i i h n t r g  brigadc of Arkansas troops i n  the Con-
federate States service a t  that point. Upon the capture of Little Rock by the 
Federals, they obtained possession of the Arkansas River valley. together with 
all of that portion of the state lying north of that river. This fact vas fully 
understood by the rank and file of the Arkansas troops, a large proportion of 
Fhom resided in  that part of the state. They had anticipated that General 
Holmes mould make a stand a t  Little Rock and make an effort to  retain posses­
sion of that place, and in such anticipation the ranks of the Arkansas regimente 
were unusually full. 

When the order to retreat mas made, and the army learned tbs t  the country 
in which mere their families was to be given up  without an effort to  retain it, it 
produced intense indignation, resulting i n  great demoralization, and the men 
in great numbers abandoned their colors and returned home. Comparatively 
few deserted to  the Federals. Three of my regiments had been recruited in 
north Arkansas, and from the above cause my loss was great, much greater 
than it would have been had a battle been fought. 

General Holiues retreated to Arkadelphia, where he halted his command. 
Reporting to  him my losses, and that the men had not deserted to the enemy 
but had returned home, he directed me to consolidate the companies and reqi­
ments of my command, and with the supernumerary officers left without a com­
mand, by reason of such consolidation, to proceed to northeast Arkansas, and to 
assume command over that portion of the state lying between White and Missis­
sippi rivers, and collect and return to their commands all absentees found i n  
that section. 

I n  obedience to this assignment to duty, I proceeded a t  once to  the designated 
point, accompanied with forty-six commissioned officers grading from Colonel 
to Second Lieutenant. Upon my arrival I found that the district I was to com-

General Dandridge McRae was born in Baldwin county, Alabama ; was educated at  the Btate 
University of South Carolina, from which he graduated in 1649. The same year he settled at 
Searcey, Arkansas. He was B lawyer, and was married Jan. 10, 1855, to Miss Angie Lewis, a 
native of Mjssissippi. He died at Searcey April 23, 1899. 
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mand was entirely cut off from the Confederate armies by Federal garrisons 
stationed along the Arkansas and Mississippi rivers, and the whole district in  a 
complete state of demoralization, infested with bands of guerrillas, jayhawkers 
and cotton speculators. The first thing to do was to collect an organized force 
which would enable me to enforce my orders. The officers I brought with me 
were a t  once sent out with instructions to collect all absentees found, and to  
organize them into companies as rapidly as possible. This was slow work, but 
by the end of the year I had succeeded in gathering a respectable force. But as 
I had to live on the country, and there were Federal posts 011 every side which 
required to be guarded against, my command mas separated into detachments’ 

I n  Xarch, 1864, my headquarters were at what is known as Gage’s Point, in 
Woodruff County, about twelve miles below Augusta and about three miles 
from TVhite Iiirer. Shortly before the Federals had established a post a t  Jack­
sonport, about thirty fire miles north of where my headquarters were. It was 
all-important to dr i re  them from that position; otherwise I m-ould be compelled 
to give up  VToodruff and Jackson counties, whence I drew my principal sup-
plies of food and forage. 

So about the first of April, 1861, the date not remembered, I concentrated 
the forces nearest, consisting of Colonel Thomas W. Freeman’s regiment, about 
four hundred men; Captain George Rutherford’s conipany, about sixty men; 
Captain Sam lIcGuffi~l’s company, about thirty men; Captain John Bland’s 
company, about thirty-five men; Captain Tracy’s company, about fifty men, 
and Captain Reynolds’, about twenty men-about five hundred and forty fire 
men-for the purpose clf making an  attack upon the Federal force stationed a t  
Jacksonport. Just  as  the corninand was starting, my picket stationed upon an 
approach to my caiiip from White River, a t  what is known as  Peach Orchard 
Bluff, brought in  a Federal spy. IIe was a man with whom I had been ac­
quainted for many years, who resided in the vicinity of the Peach Orchard Bluff. 
IIe was one of the few persons acquainted with the approach, for it was not 
even a path, upon which he was arrested. It ran through a swamp densely set 
with cane. It was a dangerous approach to leave open, for a force could come 
up White ltiver from Devall’s Bluff, land a t  Peach Orchard Bluff, and be within 
five miles of my headquarters. Having learned this route in my hunting days, 
I had gone in person and placed the picket which resulted in the capture of the 
spy. I turned him over to Captain Bland, with orders to guard him securely 
until my return. 

We moved on to Jacksonport; but the Federals retreated across Black River, 
which I was unable to cross, it being a deep stream. 

Finding that I would be unable to attack the Federal force, I ordered the 
various commands to march to  a mill some seven miles northeast of Augusta. 
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Free i i~an~sregiment and the other commands, except Rutherford‘s, iiiarched a t  
once. Itutherford had a sister residing near Jacksonport, and remained a short 
time visiting her. With a portion of my staff a n d  six or eight Inen as a11escort, 
I followed the command (except Rutherford’s eomm:tccl) nntil I reached the 
iicigliborlioocl of the White Church, ten niiles north of Augusta, wheri I turned 
off the road and remained all night with an acquaintance. 

Immediately after breakfast a courier froin Rutherford (who had passed 
clown ahead of rue) dashed up and reported that a col1inin of Federal cavalry 
and infantry was advancing up tlie road leading to  Augusta. I immediately 
hurried to get up with Itntlierforcl, who I supposed was in the road in advance 
of nit. After passing tlii*ongli:t long lane at  the Antoily farm, just 111 the edge 
of the woods there is a stream, at  which we halted to water our horses. Just 
ahtad in the woods I saw soldiers moving about, which I supposed were Rather-
ford’s, as inany of my pcople wore Federal overcoats. A lieutenant of cavali )-
who had served in the cavalry since 1861 said, “General, tliej are Federals. ’ 

I replied that it was impossible, as Rutherford mas ahead anti would notify me. 
He aaid he had seen them and they had seen him too often to be fooled, and 
that they mere Federals. About that time they fired on us. There were about 
a dozen in my party. There w:.as 110 retreat for us except back through the long 
lane, enclosed on each side with high rail fences. Along this lane was a long, 
almost impassable rnudhole, and if we were pursued there would he littlc chance 
of escape. After retreating some four or five hundred yards, finding we were 
not pursued, the fence was let down 011 the east side--the right as the Federals 
were advancing. XembersI was at  a loss t o  know where my eoniniaud was. 
of my staff and orderlies were sent in all directions to find either Freeman or 
Eutherford. AfterAn hour or more was spent in a vain search �or either. 
some time I started to  the point of rendezvous a t  the mill. SO as to meet with 
Freeman. The earth seemed to have swallowed Rutherford. I had not pro­
ceeded fin-before I heard firing, and at once started in  the direction of the sound, 
and cmie up with Freeman’s conimand, who had attacked the Federals iu the 
Fitzhugh Woods. Free-Bland’s company acted with Freeman’s in the attack. 
inan had attacked with his force mounted and had been repulsed I directed 
him to ilisuioiint his men and attack with his force dismounted, which he did, 
and the Federals fell back to  tlie Golightly place. Here Captain Tracl- charged 
with his company mounted, and was repulsed with considerable loss. A t  this 
time Rutherford attacked on our right. The Federals rallicd around the negro 
cabins, but were driven out. Cut they yielded slowly. fighting stubbornly. 
About this time oiir ammunition was eupended, aud I directed Eutherford to 
take such part of my force as were armed with pistols, monnt his men and 
chmge the Federals, who were then retreating, but they manifested such sturdi-
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1 	 ness and delivered such a heavy fire that he was unable to  accomplish anything, 
being entirely out of ammtinition I mas unable to do more than slowly follow 
until the force returned to  Augusta, embarked aboard their steamers, and left. 

What I was anxious to  do mas to  re:ich Augusta aiid their boats before the 
Federds and thus cut them off; but there mas not a round of ammunition to  the 
men left. 

I iiever saw sturdier troops than the Third JIiuuesota showed theniselves in 
this action, a n d  tlicy wcrc skillfully handled. I was much impressed mitli the 
gallantry of one of their mounted olh(~>rh,who, uucler thc hckverebt fire, rode 
aloug the line of hir IIICU stcnclyiug aucl eileourngilig tlicrll. I u  the lapse of 
time aad  from the misfoitnnc of having all my books and papers burned, I aiu 
unable to state what niy loss was. 1 recollect Coloiiel I~reemaii ,3l;ijor Sh;~ver, 
Lieutenants Gon-cr anti Si~niuonsmo1111(1ed7arid C:tpt:tin John Bland and Lieu-
tenant Lore 1iillc.d. JIy iinprcsiori is now that lily loss was considerable more 
than the Federal loss. 

After thc engagcmeut thtl various comm:tnds retnrucd to their respcctivh 
camps. 

During the engagerueut at Fitzhugh‘s JVoocls :md at the Golightly place 
Colonel Thoiuas XcCray, who had been seut up iuto niy district with iustruc­
tions to  me, with au escort of about two hundred men, well armed and equipped, 
were mithin one mile of the battlefield; but their presence at  that point W a s  iin­
known to either the Federals or myself. 

Two days after the fight I turned my command over to Coloucl McCray and 
went South to the main armx. 

1) hICXAE. 

HEADQKJAETEMDE:TA(’HMES‘r SEVEhTI I  AXJIYCORPS, 

DEPARTXESTO F  ARli.YhW;?S, 

LITTLEROCK,ARK.,dlnrch 30, 1,964. 
L COl. c. c. AXDBEWS, 

Coniwi~ i t ling Expetlit i o ~ ,  
COLOKEL: The general coinmancling directs that you take surh troops :LS were 

agreed upon between him and you, and proceed upon the expedition of which you 

Fur*rs, 
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vest of ridge. I do not believe the reports of 2,000 of the enemy being with 
1IcIi:te; lie Ii:i$ about 1,200 soldiers, 200 of v-hom he has to  keep oiit wonting for 

encc. Rc c~oiildraise 2,000 ;wined iiien by pressing citizens, bnt that will 
only make the s1:Liiglhx-vorse for hiin. N y  iiieii xi11 fight, rest assyml of that, 
:ud I predict that McRne's glory departs froni liiin :is soon as I set foot 011 the 
other sitle of tlie r iwr.  

1: ~ i i i ,sir, re ry  rcslwctfiilly, p n r  obedient scrmnt, 
R. R. LITINGSTOK, 

CI t f -l'c.h~*tt~~k([CbJotld,  F;l,.jt 1i'<yi111 PK" ~TIJ.CO111 ?ti~z di1i.c. 
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